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Inside this issue Stratton Elementary Off to a Great Start! 

 

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year! I enjoyed meeting you all at the open 
house and over the last month of school. I am blown away by the overall joy 
and pride for Stratton.  I am proud to be a part of the 
Stratton community! 

At the end of last year Stratton was recognized as a Cap-
turing Kids Hearts National Showcase school as a result of 
our hard work building positive relationships with our stu-
dents. Along with this honor we received a sign in recogni-
tion of our success that will be mounted soon. 

Stratton is very fortunate to have a breakfast program. 
Please consider joining us for a nutritious breakfast for only $1.50 (child) and 
$2.35 (adult). If a child comes to school between 7:30 and 7:45 am, they will 
join the breakfast eaters.  Thank you for understanding that the early time for 
children entering the building is for breakfast only. 

Teachers report for duty on the playgrounds beginning at 7:45 in the morning.  
In the afternoon we have coverage on the playground until 2:40. When the 
bell rings at 2:40 pm the children are brought into the office for pick-up. 

On October 10th we will be starting our new tradition “2nd Cup of Coffee” 
with the principal. This will be used as a time to provide parents with infor-
mation on a variety of topics concerning student, families, the district, the com-
munity. Our first guest will be Dr. Thomas, D11 Superintendent. 

It has been a pleasure getting to know you and your family. On behalf of the 
Stratton staff, thank you for choosing our school. 

If you have questions or concerns, please contact me. 

Kyle Rudd, Principal 

 
 



School Attendance 

One criterion of a student's success in school is regular and punctual attendance. 

Frequent absences and chronic absenteeism may lead to poor academic work, 

lack of social development and possible academic failure. Regular attendance is 

of utmost importance for school interest, social adjustment and scholastic 

achievement. No single factor may interfere with a student's progress more 

quickly than frequent tardiness or absence.  Continuity in the learning process 

and social adaptation is seriously disrupted by excessive absences. In most situa-

tions, the work missed cannot be made up adequately. Students who have good 

attendance generally achieve higher grades, enjoy school more and are more 

employable after leaving school.  
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STUDENT SAFETY   Because we care about our kids! 
PARKING AND DROP-OFF 

 

Thanks so much for doing such a great job with dropping off and picking up your children both in the mornings and afternoons!  
You’re terrific!  It has gone so well! 
 

However, just in case there are still any questions, here are the procedures regarding the drop off/pick up areas.   

 
 The driveway loop in front of the school (referred to as the “Kiss and Go Lane”) is the  

 primary locations for dropping off and picking up students.  Cars cannot be parked and 
left unattended in the driveway for any length of  time.  Reminder notices will be 
placed on the windshields of cars left unattended.  Also, please notice the yellow paint-
ed lines which indicate a fire lane must be kept clear of vehicles at all times in case of an 
emergency.  The outer lane is the through lane for you to progress to the exit.  Student 
should only exit your car from the “kiss-and-go” lane, not the outer lane.  Please be 
aware of the children crossing in front of the main door to the school.  A staff member 
will be walking students across the driveway in the designated crosswalk from 7:45 to 
8:05am, and again from 2:30 to 2:40pm.   

 

 Limit use of parking lot to the north.  In an effort to keep  cars and busses separated, we have made the parking lot  accessibility solely for 
the busses before and after school. Most of the children on those busses are hearing impaired and we want to make their bus experience 
as safe as possible.  Thanks for your understanding. 
 

 The dirt parking lot located behind the school is not an intended “Kiss and Go Lane”.  There are no safety personnel assigned to the park-

ing areas. 
 

Again, thanks so much for doing such a great job with this!  It’s great to work together to keep your/our kids safe. 
 

Kyle Rudd, Principal 
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Please remember . . . 

There is no parking in the 

KISS AND GO 
LANE 

KISS

and GO 



Hello Stratton families!   
 

My name is Michelle Mawhiney. I am excited to join the Stratton family as your new Comprehensive Student Support Model 
(CSSM) school counselor. I am fortunate enough to be full time at Stratton this year and am looking forward to getting to know 
each and every one of our students.  
 

As your CSSM counselor it is my job to work with the entire Stratton community to help our students develop and grow specific skills in so-
cial-emotional learning (SEL). These important skills, which are often overlooked, include self-awareness, social awareness, responsi-
ble decision making, self-management, and relationship skills. This is the realm where children learn how to understand and 
manage their feelings, how to make friends and be a friend, and how to solve social problems.  
 
This year Stratton will be using a curriculum called the Kindness in the Classroom® to help us think about, develop, and practice 
positive social skills. This is a pro-social approach to teaching students the skills needed to better communicate and collaborate, 
advocate for themselves and actively call out positive behavior and actions when they see it happening.  
 
The Kindness in the Classroom® program includes 6 kindness concepts focusing on responsibility, respect, caring, inclusive-
ness, integrity, and courage. The lessons give students the opportunity to be inspired, feel empowered, act on what they’ve 
learned, reflect and share with their peers.  
 
The Kindness in the Classroom® program coordinates beautifully with the Capturing Kids’ Hearts program already in place at 
Stratton. Capturing Kids’ Hearts helps build meaningful, productive relationships with every student, creates a safe, effective envi-
ronment for learning, and develops self-managing, high-performing classrooms using team-building skills and social contracts. 
Together Kindness in the Classroom® and Capturing Kids’ Hearts are highly successful at proactively decreasing conflict, nega-
tive behavior, and disrespect issues. 
 
I welcome and look forward to discussing these programs and any questions you may have. Please direct any questions or com-
ments to me at michelle.mawhiney@d11.org. I am excited to get to know each of you and your students. I am here to help so 
don’t hesitate to reach out. 
 
 

Thank you,  

Michelle 
 

Michelle Mawhiney 
School Counselor  
Stratton Elementary School 

We are proud of  our Stratton Stallions who are deaf or hard of hearing! At our site based 
program, we use a bilingual approach that includes American Sign Language (ASL), Con-
ceptually Accurate Signed English (CASE), fingerspelling, and spoken  
English as needed to develop strong English literacy, academic skills and social skills.  Our 
students who are deaf are able to access the same challenging education of their hearing 
peers. This includes having students in the classrooms, in the GT 
classrooms, and involved in our clubs with full support.  We have education assistants and 
interpreters who are fluent in American Sign Language and trained in best practices for sup-
porting our students in gaining full access to our curriculum and the great culture at Stratton 
Elementary School.  

 
Vicki B. McNeil  

Teacher of the Deaf 

Staffing Coordinator 

Stratton Elementary  

719-328-3459 

News From Our Counselors  

News From DHH 
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Greetings from your Stratton PTA! 
 
We hope the school year is off to a great start for you and your family! We are very excited about the year ahead. We had a fun 
time meeting and connecting with many of you at the Open House BBQ and appreciated those that attended our first PTA meeting 
on Tuesday the 20th  of August. As we look to the year ahead we have a few announcements to make: 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS : POPCORN Friday September 20th 
        SKATE NIGHT @ Skate City (Academy & Constitution)  Tuesday September 24th 6:00-8:00pm 
         
MEETINGS: Please join us on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 6:00 PM in the library for our PTA meetings. Our meetings 

are a time to connect with each other and plan events for our children and the school we love. We value each member of 
the Stratton Community and want to hear from you! If you cannot make it to a meeting feel free to follow us on Face-
book, shoot us an email, or give us a call.  

      
 
       Do you love planning events? Do you love costumes? Then we have an event for you! We are actively looking for a team 

of volunteers to start the planning process for our Costume Ball which will take place in October.  
 Interested? Email me at the contact information below and I will get you started!  
 

        Please connect with us! 
        We would love to hear from you.  
 
        Lauren Walker (President): Loryash@gmail.com, 206-384-6931. 

 

LOST and FOUND ITEMS CAN BE LOCATED ACROSS FROM THE GYM.  

PLEASE LABEL YOUR CHILD’S NAME ON ALL ITEMS THAT ARE BROUGHT TO 
SCHOOL TO ENSURE THEIR RETURN. ITEMS NOT CLAIMED 
WILL BE DONATED TO CHARITY AT THE END OF EACH 
SEMETER.  
 
 

PLEASE STOP BY FREQUENTLY TO CLAIM ANY ITEMS  
THAT BELONG TO YOUR CHILD. 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH can be purchased for $2.65 per day.  Money enve-
lopes are available in the front office.  Once completed, please have 
your child return money and envelope to the classroom teacher.  
Meals can be paid for online: D11.org/Parents & Community/School 
Bucks 
 

School District 11 Food & Nutrition Services does 
not allow charges.  Students who forget their 
money are provided an alternate meal.   

 White Milk .65        Chocolate Milk .75 

FOOD ALLERGIES can be life-threatening.  It is important that schools, students, parents, and physicians 
work together to help minimize risks for students with food allergies.  District 11 has implemented a policy 
(JLCDA, Response to Students with Food Allergies) and we want to inform you of this important policy  
required by State law.   

 

If your child has been prescribed medication for treatment of a food allergy or anaphylaxis, please contact 
your child’s school to obtain a Medication Administration form and an Allergy & Anaphylaxis Plan 
form.  We strongly encourage you to return these completed forms and supply the school with the 
prescribed medication needed for treatment of the student’s food allergies or anaphylaxis in a time-
ly fashion.  
Update your child’s health concerns by logging onto ParentConnections. 
 

Additional information related to food allergies and student’s special dietary needs can be found at 
http://www.d11.org/FNS/Pages/SpecialDiets.aspx or available at any CSSD11 School Kitchen. Please feel free 
to contact your school with questions or concerns related to your child’s diagnosed food  
allergy or anaphylaxis plan. 
 
  

P T A  September News 



1 2 

SCHOOL  

Is Closed  
“Labor Day” 

3 
Sports Challenge  
(3rd, 4th, 5th grades) 

2:35-3:15 

Art Club (1st, 2nd grades) 

2:35-3:15 

 
Girl Scout Meeting 

4 
 

5 
Sports Challenge  
(3rd, 4th, 5th grades) 

2:35-3:15 

 
Boy Scout Meeting @6pm 

6 
 

 

7 

8 9 
 

 

 

Musical Choir 2:35-315 
Sign Language Club 
2:15-3:15 

Sports Club (1st & 

2nd)2:35-3:15 

10 
PTA MEETING 
6:00-7:00pm ( Library) 

Sports Challenge  
(3rd, 4th, 5th grades) 

2:35-3:15 

Art Club (1st, 2nd grades) 

2:35-3:15 

Battle of the Books  

(5th grade) 2:35-3:15 

11 
 

 

 

 

 
 

12 

 
 

 

Sports Challenge  
(3rd, 4th, 5th grades) 

2:35-3:15 

13 

 

 
Student Council 2:35-4:00 

14 

1

5 
16 

 

 
Musical Choir 2:35-315 
Sign Language Club 
2:15-3:15 

Sports Club (1st & 

2nd)2:35-3:15 

17 
Mrs. Law’s class  

Constitution Day 10:00-1:30  
 

 

Sports Challenge  
(3rd, 4th, 5th grades) 

2:35-3:15 

Art Club (1st, 2nd grades) 

2:35-3:15 

Girl Scout Meeting 

@6pm 

18 
 

 

19 

“Picture 

Day” 

 

Sports Challenge  
(3rd, 4th, 5th grades) 

2:35-3:15 

Boy Scout Meeting 

@6pm 

20 
 

Popcorn Friday 
FIELD TRIP  ~  
3rd Grade to Mueller St. Park @ 

9 to 1:30 
 

 

Hiking Club to Palmer 

Park @3:00 

21 

2

2 
23 
   NO SCHOOL 

for 

STUDENTS 

 
Professional Development/ 
  Teacher Work Day for 

Staff 

24 
SKATE Night  
6 to 8PM (Skate City)  
 

Sports Challenge  
(3rd, 4th, 5th grades) 

2:35-3:15 

Art Club (1st, 2nd grades) 

2:35-3:15 

Battle of the Books  

(5th grade) 2:35-3:15 

25 
 

 

 

 26 
FIELD TRIP 
Law’s class to Red Rock 

Open Space 9:30-1:45 

 

 

 

Sports Challenge  
(3rd, 4th, 5th grades) 

2:35-3:15 

27 

 
 

 

Hiking Club to  

Biedleman Nature Center 

@3:00 

28 

2

9 
30 

 

 

 
 

Musical Choir 2:35-315 
Sign Language Club 
2:15-3:15 

Sports Club (1st & 

2nd)2:35-3:15 

1 
 

  

 

 

 

Sports Challenge  
(3rd, 4th, 5th grades) 

2:35-3:15 

Art Club (1st, 2nd grades) 

2:35-3:15 

 

Girl Scout Meeting 

@6pm 
 

 

2 
Official 

Count 

Day 

3 

 

 
Sports Challenge  
(3rd, 4th, 5th grades) 

2:35-3:15 

2nd Grade Book Club 
2:35-4:00 

 
Boy Scout Meeting 

@6pm 

4 

 
FIELD TRIP  ~  
3rd grades to Fountain creek    

9 -1:30 

 
 

Hiking Club to Garden of 

the Gods @3:00 

 

5 

S Mon    Tue     Wed     Thu         Fri S

 SEPTEMBER 2019 


